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Reading  and  Writing:  The  line  between  reading  and 
writing was no more blurred than this month. In readers 
workshop, the objective was to help students understand that readers find 
authors they love and analyze their style. As this class loves Mo Willems 
(The Dr. Seuss of his generation), I chose this famous author as the focus 
of our work. We learned about his life and how he came to be a children’s 
book author, we studied his style using three series: Elephant and Piggie, 
Knuffle Bunny, and Pigeon, we learned how to do readers theater using an 
Elephant  and  Piggie  script.  Readers  theater  helps  develop  fluency  and 
reading with expression. We learned that Mo Willems likes to draw char-
acters that anyone can draw. (even art challenged teachers) and we partic-
ipated in an interactive session with Mo Willems himself via video. Our 
final project was for the children to apply understanding of his style to 
create their own story using photographs, hand drawn illustrations and 

speech bubbles a la the Knuffle Bunny series.  
Word Wall Students should continue to build on and practice automatic-
ity with their flashcards. We play a word wall relay in class they love and 
they are getting fast! Students need to be able to use the words in their 
writing, not just on the test in order to be considered secure. As they write 
anything at home, encourage them to use their flashcards as a resource 
tool. The first week of 2019 will also be a review week, as there are only 
three days.

Social Studies 
November and December is a natural time to discuss holidays and tradi-
tions.  Thank you again my mom Jane Pressman for giving Room 102 a 
window to the world of Hanukkah. On December 20, we will read a book 
about the winter solstice. People long ago (before science) did not under-
stand why the days were getting shorter. They did many things to make 
appeals to bringing the sun back, such as lights in the windows and can-
dles  on  trees  to  show  the  importance  of  light  and  warmth,  wreaths  of 
evergreen and boughs of holly to promote the green of the growing season. 
We will followed it with a non-fiction book about Christmas so the chil-
dren can see that many Christmas decorating traditions were connected 
to days long ago.  

Care to Share? Care to Share is not just about holi-
days and traditions. Culture, jobs, and hobbies play 

an important role in helping children have win-
dows to the bigger world. Please let me know if you 

can come in to share.  
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NEWS FROM 102
Math 
We continued the chapter on ad-
dition strategies. It is a long chap-
ter and has a lot of information. 
There  are  different  strategies 
taught and at this age some chil-
dren have not reached the level of 
development  to  think  abstractly. 
Additionally,  all  our  brains  are 
wired  differently.  We  discussed 
there  is  one  right  answer  to  a 
math  problem,  but  numerous 
ways  to  get  there!  We  began 
working  with  identifying  coins 
and  will  begin  January  with  two 
days  of  math  stations  that  will 
focus  on  counting  sets  of  the 
same coins and introduce count-
ing a group of mixed coins. Giving 
your child opportunities to prac-
tice counting coins will help them 
with this important life skill. 

Science 
Light and Shadow is a great unit 
of study. The students learned the 
importance of light in our world 
and  how  different  objects  have 
different properties with relation 
to light. Our final assessment was  
a performance based assessment 
involving  shadow  puppets  and 
story  telling.  See  the  last  pages 
for  some  photos  and  descrip-
tions. 

The timing of our light and shad-
ow  unit  is  perfect  as  people  all 
over  the  world  celebrate  with 
light.  Please  remember  that  the 
assignment about how your fami-
ly celebrates with light is due by 
Friday. 
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Thank you to Mrs. Liu and Mrs. DeFrancesco for planning our winter party 
which will be on Thursday. 

Happy New Year to all the Room 102 families.  

I hope you enjoy your 2019 New Year’s present! 

 (Each artistic representation of the season had a nonfiction and fiction literacy connection!) 

                                                

Below is our phenomena question and 
introduction to light and shadow, in-
cluding the light sources graffiti wall.  

 

See next page for photos of the 
shadow puppet show challenge. 
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As your children receive  
technology this holiday season, check out: 
ESRB.org 
ESRB assigns age and content ratings for video games and mobile apps, enforces advertising and marketing guidelines 
for the video game industry, and helps companies implement responsible online and mobile privacy practices.

Each student learned about how light 
passes through solids. They explored at 
the light table and chose one object to la-
bel and sort onto our giant organizer.

http://ESRB.org
http://ESRB.org
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The performance based shadow puppet challenge: Student had to work in 
groups to retell The Three Bears in SHADOW…But they could only have 1 

bear puppet, one bowl, one, chair, one bed, and Goldilocks had to have her 
golden hair in shadow. Student collaborated, planned, designed, created, 

tested, and worked together to perform. They are applied understanding of 
manipulating objects to change the size of a shadow, as well as their un-

derstanding of opacity, translucency, and transparency. Here are just a few 
photos.
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